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Introduction:

Do you know Christ as your Savior?  I have asked, or been asked that question many, many times in my life.  But what exactly does it mean to “know Christ,”  or more precisely to know Christ as Savior?  Jesus Himself,  made it clear that the things that most men consider a “Knowledge of Christ” are completely inadequate to save them.  
Matthew 7:21-23  21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  22 "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'
Jesus speaks of men who try to get to heaven by a confession.  They say, “Lord, Lord!”  Countless people have recited catechisms, and the Apostles Creed.  They have prayed the Lord’s prayer and sung doxologies and Gloria Patria’s without True Knowledge of Christ 
How many will there be in that day who spoke or prophesied in Christ’s name,  performed deliverances or miracles.  Certainly, anyone who does such things is truly a follower of Christ…right?   Jesus said otherwise.  Paul and James both confirmed it under inspiration. 

2 Corinthians 11:13-15   13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.
James 2:18-20  18 But someone may well say, "You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."  19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?

So James brings us right to the heart of the issue today.  Anyone can say they believe or “know Christ,” but what does true knowledge of Christ look like?  What kind of faith is saving faith?  
Jesus, Paul and James were concerned that people are not deceived about the nature of The True Knowledge of God.  When you look at the landscape of religion in the world you can certainly see why.  The Scripture never calls men to do works for their salvation. Instead, it describes the nature of authentic, Holy Spirit produced Faith in God. 
Galatians 2:16  16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.
Titus 3:4-7   4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Ephesians 2:8-10  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

God  has saved you apart from any striving or righteous works. He perfects you the same way;  apart from human effort. Here is our Scripture for today:     
2 Peter 1:1-4  Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:  2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;  3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  4 For by these [life and godliness] He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

Today we want to explain the difference…the huge difference, between knowing about Christ and knowing Christ.  Between having facts about him and having Faith [trust] in Him.  It tells how God make us alive and then…. how He make us godly.  Christ is the Free giver of eternal life and all that accompanies it.  

This passage is not given to describe what we must be like to have True Knowledge of Christ.  It describe what we are like when God gives us True knowledge of Christ.
· What is The True Knowledge of Christ?  [1, 2]

· What do you obtain through The True Knowledge of Christ?  [3]

· How does God transform us by The True Knowledge of Christ?  [4] 
What is True Knowledge of Christ?  [1, 2]

2 Peter 1:1-2 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;

To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours:  Faith is important but  what you believe about Christ is vital?  Peter is writing to people who trust Christ the way he trusted Christ.  Are we among them?  Let’s see: 
This “common” faith is given or “received.”  The Greek word actually implies that we obtained it because we were chosen to obtain it.  God chose to give you an allotment of faith.  It is a prize.  
The same kind as ours:  is a Greek word that means “of equal value” or “as precious as ours.”  The KJV called it “like precious faith.”  To know and trust Jesus Christ with your life and eternal soul is a precious prize of indescribable value.  
By the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:    This faith has all its value because of “The righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  We tend to think of faith as “what they do for God, but The True Faith of God is about “what God does for us.”  Here are Two crucial truths about this faith:  
· Faith in Christ has to do with His righteousness,  NOT yours.  We bring absolutely nothing to this table.  In fact, Jesus describes us as helpless beggars.  We are clothed in a robe of His Righteousness and we are seated at His table and fed with His food.  The True Knowledge of Christ reveals how utterly sinful we are and how utterly righteous Jesus is.  He took your sin which was not His and gave you His righteousness, which was not yours.  
Romans 3:21-22  21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,  22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction;
· Our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:  Jesus is God!  And He is not a distant or uncaring God.  He did not just create the universe and withdraw from it.  He is so full of love and mercy for His creation that He joined His Creatures on this sin infested planet so that He could save us.  Speaking of Jesus, Paul said, 
Colossians 1:13-20   16 ….by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for Him.  17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.  19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,  20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross;

There is an aberrant view of Christ that goes something like this:  God the Father made His Son come down here and die.  God murdered His own Son, unjustly when He had done nothing wrong.  BUT, Christ and the Father always acted in harmony.  This was their plan.  God the Son would be your one and only Savior and He would become Jesus the man,  for you.  This Precious Faith is TRUST in Our Savior, who became a righteous man, took our sins and paid for them with His own death on the Cross. 
Grace and peace be multiplied to you:  This is a plethora of grace and peace.  We actually get the English word “plethora” from this Greek word.  It means “more than enough.”   It is an overflow.  True knowledge of, and trust in Christ opens a floodgate of grace and peace.  
Now why is it that we do not experience peace?  Because we do not fully understand Grace.  When we say or think, “I want to get in God’s good graces,”  what do we mean ?  “I want to do something that will cause God to be gracious to me.”  But we are fallen.  We are always sinning.  How are filthy beggars going to do something for the King of Glory?  Really???  
I recently read that if you only commit three sins a day for 70 years you will have committed 70,000 sins in a life time.  Now, what if you got stopped for speeding and the officer finds that you have 70,000 unpaid tickets? Do you think you could pay those tickets?

What if the officer said,  I have the ability and the desire to pay these for you….and then He does.  This is grace.  We need to get our minds, but more importantly, our hearts around this.  The Scripture is speaking of the inner realization of the heart,  that God has acted to do for you what you can never do for yourself and…with no help from you.   
Grace and Peace are constantly linked with God.  Grace brings peace.  Striving brings turmoil.  If you are seeking to please God,  get Him to accept you or love you for who you are or what you do, you are living a life of complete turmoil. 
The True Knowledge of Christ leaves all our efforts at the Cross.  Our mountain of sin is so high that we cannot even dream of getting over it.  We cannot make it go away anymore than those traffic tickets.  They only go away when they are paid.  Can you pay for 70,000 sins?  What will you pay with?  A few good works done on Thanksgiving or Christmas.  Some lame efforts to be nice to your neighbor who really annoys you to death or perhaps church attendance or membership.  We do not have the currency of the realm.  We cannot pay.  So our faith rests on Christ’s perfect righteousness,  His Divine Unity with the Father, and His willingness to save wretches like us.  
What do you obtain Through The True Knowledge of Christ?  [3]

2 Peter 1:3   3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.
His divine power has granted:  These blessings come through His Divine Power.  It is God who is to be sought for blessing.  We are speaking of the Supreme Power of the Universe.  One who speaks the world into existence and holds the planets in their orbits. The Ultimate source of all things.  His power grants….NOT YOUR POWER and NOT YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.  This is The True Knowledge of Christ.  God grants……….
Everything pertaining to life and godliness:  Have you ever thought,  “How will I live the Christian life?”   “How will I ever find the strength to overcome sin?”    Notice how God links the ideas of Salvation and Sanctification here.  Most of us know that we get our eternal life from Christ alone.  His Divine power has provided everything for life, but God goes on to say for “godliness.”  
What is godliness?”  The Christian life is not lived by trying to get into the good graces of God.  It is lived in the TRUE KNOWLEDGE that we are in the His good graces because of The Cross.  Godliness describes a heart that considers God in everything.  It submits to God, not just outwardly obeys Him.  Law can bring anyone into submission.  But, it is an outward submission and not a submission of the heart.  Godliness describes a heart that loves God with all its strength.  It is not a perfect heart because it is a fallen and sinful heart, but it is a soft heart upon which God has written.  It seeks God.  It does not perform for God….it depends on God.  It does not seek to impress God,  it is, instead,  impressed with God.  It is a redeemed heart and it knows the one who bought it and washed it and therefore owns it.  Tell me now, if you know, where does such a heart come from?  It is granted by His divine power.  
Ezekiel 36:25-27   25 "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.
Through the True Knowledge of Him:  You cannot become godly through trying to be.  Like your salvation, godliness is granted to you through Christ.   They are not separate issues and when we receive life by grace, but work for godliness, we are robbing God of His Glory in transforming us.   “True Knowledge” is a word that describes intimate and experiential knowledge.  It touches their heart and mind.   
Him who called us by His own glory and excellence:  Not with words, doctrine or Religion.  How excellent and glorious is God?   
Psalm 89:5-16  5 The heavens will praise Your wonders, O LORD; Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones.  6 For who in the skies is comparable to the LORD? Who among the sons of the mighty is like the LORD,  7 A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, And awesome above all those who are around Him?  8 O LORD God of hosts, who is like You, O mighty LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You.  9 You rule the swelling of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them.  10 You Yourself crushed Rahab like one who is slain; You scattered Your enemies with Your mighty arm.  11 The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all it contains, You have founded them.  12 The north and the south, You have created them; Tabor and Hermon shout for joy at Your name.  13 You have a strong arm; Your hand is mighty, Your right hand is exalted.  14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Lovingkindness and truth go before You.  15 How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! O LORD, they walk in the light of Your countenance.  16 In Your name they rejoice all the day, And by Your righteousness they are exalted. 
Revelation 5:7-13  7 And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."  11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands,  12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."  13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."
You too have been called to the feet of this glorious God and Savior.  You are not called to work for Him.  Banish from your mind that you shall ever be good enough for Him.  The question is, “is He good enough for you?”   Please answer now in your heart.   
It is His Glory that draws us.  It is the Glory of the God of Creation.  Wind and waves obey Him.  The dead hear His voice and are raised back to life.  Blind men see and lame men walk and most amazing of all, spiritually dead sinners are called to love Him with all their heart, with all their soul, with all their mind and with all their strength.  What do we receive from God at the time that He grants us True Knowledge of Christ?  Everything!  Everything you need to live forever in His presence has been given freely as you kneel at the Cross.  Everything you need to be godly is granted then as well.  Remember, we are blood washed sinners.  The Godly know it and live daily confessing their own fallen nature….. looking to Christ to do the work of transformation in their lives.    
Philippians 1:6  He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
How does God Transform us with The True Knowledge of Christ?[4] 
2 Peter 1:4  4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.
He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises:  God has made promises to His Children.  We just read one of them from Philippians.  The word precious means of great value; “magnificent” means majestic and big.  
We tend to think of promises as just words, that may or may not be true.  Because I believe precious little of what I hear these days I may be tempted…we are tempted….to think the same way about God.   When God grants a promise, He bestows it.  He gives it.  We might say in English “He keeps it.”  God’s promises depend on Him and not on us.  
John 14:16-18  16 "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;  17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.  18 "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.
Matthew 11:28-30   28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 
You may become partakers of the divine nature:  This is an unbelievable promise and also a major part of the answer to the question: What is The True Knowledge of Christ?  It is the Knowledge that He has united you spiritually to His own life and nature.
When a human father has a son, that son receives his father’s human nature.  But, what happens when God grants sonship to His children?  Are we unchanged?  No, never.  We are given the very nature of our Father in Heaven.  Only God is Eternal.  He had no beginning and has no end.  Eternal life is, The very life of God..

“Partakers” is the word for fellowship and the one we get communion from.  It describes two people sharing a common church, family, town or life.  We are not just in God’s good graces as long as we do good.  We are brought into His family by Christ Jesus.   
Having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust:  We have already escaped. 

Corruption means destruction and de-composition caused by death.  Lust means evil desires of any kind.   The wages of sin is death.  You have escaped that in Christ.  

CONCLUSION

The True Knowledge of Christ is personal and intimate.  We have it when we bring no righteousness of our own to God, and trust only in Christ’s righteousness for us.  This means we understand God’s Grace.  Your salvation depends totally on Jesus, who loved you and gave Himself up for you.  
The True Knowledge of Christ brings knowledge of His Grace toward you.  Grace brings great peace.  In fact grace and peace begin to grow until they spill upon others.  You become gracious and forgiving.  You are at peace.  
The True Knowledge of Christ brings the realization that everything you need is in Jesus and given to you by Jesus.  He not only gave you salvation, but also gives you a heart to love and seek him.  He gives you godliness.  This is not perfection.  We acknowledge our fallen nature and our sinful humanity, but we have hearts that desire God.  This comes through The True Knowledge of Christ. 
The True Knowledge of Christ is the source of our Eternal life.  We receive from God “His nature” as surely as we received our human nature from our fallen earthly fathers.  God fulfills all His promises to us, not because we are good or do good or perform well.  He does it because we are in Christ, united with Christ.  Jesus even calls us His brothers. 

Hebrews 2:11-15  he is not ashamed to call them brothers,  12 saying, "I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise."  13 And again, "I will put my trust in him." And again, "Behold, I and the children God has given me."  14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,  15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 

The True Knowledge of Christ is the settled conviction that He is everything to you and for you.  He is Enough.  You will never be without sin.  Christ knew that when He bought you.  He came to redeem sinners.  He acted to make you a child of God [partaker of the divine nature]  He acted alone to deliver you from the stench of death and give you Eternal life. He continues to carry you by grace today that you might have The True and intimate Knowledge of Christ. 
2 Corinthians 4:5-7   5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.
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